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MAN GETS 27 
YEARS FOR DRUG 
TRAFFICKING 


Felix Mejia 
Lagunas, 42, 
a Mexican 
national, is 
sentenced 
for guiding 
massive 
shipments of heroin onto 
the streets of Tampa Bay. 
Authorities say that 
Lagunas, who lived in Cali- 
fornia when he was arrested 
in March, directed drug 
shipments to distributors in 
Orlando, who then passed it 
to street-level dealers, feder- 
al authorities said. Local, 1B 


Audit to target 
port’s spending 

In an effort to have the 
“utmost transparency,” 

Port Tampa Bay CEO Paul 
Anderson said he’s commis- 
sioning an outside audit of 
the port's business devel- 
opment and promotional 
spending over the past three 
years. Local, 1B 


Developer looks 
for active adults 


Lennar, the nation’s largest 
home builder, is planning 
homes in a southern Hills- 
borough County develop- 
ment that will also feature 
the nation’s second Crystal 
Lagoon. Business, 4B 


Feel-good flick for 
the holiday season 


The Greatest Showman is 
a circus extravaganza built 
on pillars of classic musical 
style. 

¢ Personality matters: 
Jumanji: Welcome to the 
Jungle is a break from the 
original that is kind of fun. 
Steve Persall reviews, 2B 


Maybe we have 
something here 


Former Bucs coach Jon 
Gruden returned to Tampa 
on Monday night, but the 
bigger story is that the team 
got its quarterback back. 
Tom Jones column, 1C 
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events related to 
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Latvala’s conduct 
might be criminal 


A retired judge finds that the Clearwater Republican may have 
committed sexual harassment and assault against several women. 


SCOTT KEELER | Times 


Sen. Jack Latvala, shown talking about budget negotiations in Tallahassee 
in May, said Tuesday that he was stunned at the special master’s report. 


“I just did not 


BY MARY ELLEN KLAS 
Times/Herald Tallahassee Bureau 
TALLAHASSEE 
Florida Senate investiga- 
tion into sexual misconduct 
allegations against Sen. 
Jack Latvala could now go 
before a criminal prose- 
cutor after a retired judge 
found that the Clearwater Republi- 
can may have committed both sexual 


determine if Latvala is guilty of violat- 
ing Senate conduct rules and should be 
sanctioned or removed from office. 

In a stunning development, how- 
ever, the special master also referred 
the case to prosecutors, concluding “a 
witness other than Complainant, and 
seemingly confirmed in text messages” 
from Latvala that “appear to violate 
ethics rules, and may violate laws pro- 
hibiting public corruption.” 


foresee this going 
down this way. 
None of my legal 
team foresaw 
this going down 
this way. I really 
thought we were 
in pretty good 


harassment and sexual assault against 
multiple women, including allegations 
of “quid pro quo” physical contact or 
sexual intimacy “in exchange for sup- 
port of legislative initiatives.” 

The special master’s report, deliv- 
ered to the Senate Rules Committee 
on Tuesday by retired Judge Ronald 
V. Swanson, concluded there is prob- 
able cause to launch an investigation 
and hearing by the Rules Committee to 


From the report: 


The allegations of quid pro quo conduct (physical contact or sexual 
intimacy in exchange for support of legislative initiatives) made 
by a witness other than Complainant, and seemingly confirmed in 
text messages from Respondent, appear to violate ethics rules, and 
may violate laws prohibiting public corruption. The Special Mas- 
ter recommends these allegations be immediately referred to law 


» See LATVALA, 6A 


enforcement for further investigation. 


“The Special Master recommends 
these allegations be immediately 
referred to law enforcement for further 
investigation. An internal investiga- 
tion pursuant to Senate Rules, referral 
to the Florida Commission on Ethics, 
and/or some other appropriate mech- 
anism of investigation of the alleged 
ethics violations is also recommended,’ 
Swanson wrote in a 33-page report. 


shape. I’ve got to 
figure out how 
much I’ve got to 
spend, and how 
much emotion I 
want to put in it, 
since I’m term- 
limited anyway. 
I can fight this, 
and we can 
fight about it all 
session.” 


Sen. Jack Latvala, 
R-Clearwater, on the report 
delivered Tuesday 


House Republicans 
vote to approve the 
measure, but must 

vote again today. 


Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Jubi- 
lant Republicans pushed on 
Tuesday to the verge of the 
most sweeping rewrite of the 
nation’s tax laws in more than 
three decades, a deeply unpop- 
ular bill they insist Americans 
will learn to love when they 
see their paychecks in the new 
year. President Donald Trump 
cheered the lawmakers on, 
eager to claim his first major 
legislative victory. 

Perhaps emblematic of the 
stumbles along the way, there 
was one last hiccup. Speaker 
Paul Ryan, who has worked 
years toward the goal of 
revamping the tax code, glee- 
fully pounded the gavel on the 
final House vote, but then it 
turned out it wasn’t final after 
all. 

The Senate was voting 
on the legislation that was 
expected to pass late Tuesday, 
but the plan to send it on to 
Trump for his signature had 
to be scrapped. Democrats 
noted that three provisions 
violated Senate rules and had 
to be removed. So the massive 
bill will be hauled back across 
the Capitol for the House to 
re-vote today. 

GOP House members 
roared and applauded as their 
chamber passed the $1.5 tril- 
lion package largely along 
party lines, 227-203. Ryan 
declared, “This was a promise 
made. This is a promise kept,” 
as he and other GOP leaders 
convened a victory news con- 
ference moments later. 

The package will touch 
every American taxpayer and 
every corner of the U.S. econ- 
omy, providing steep tax cuts 
for businesses and the wealthy, 
and more modest help for 
middle- and low-income fam- 
ilies. Despite Republican talk 
of spending discipline, the bill 
will push the huge national 
debt ever higher. 

After the delay for a second 
House vote, the measure then 
heads to Trump who is ach- 
ing for a win after 11 months 
of legislative failures and 
non-starters. The president 
tweeted his congratulations 
to GOP leaders and “all great 
House Republicans who voted 
in favor of cutting your taxes!” 

Congressional Republicans, 
who faltered badly in trying 
» See TAXES, 3A 


Blindness gene therapy approved 


Forecast to cost about $1 million, the treatment 
for arare, inherited disease is a major advance. 


Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — USS. health 
officials on Tuesday approved 
the nation’s first gene therapy 
for an inherited disease, a treat- 
ment that improves the sight 
of patients with a rare form of 
blindness. It marks another 
major advance for the emerging 
field of genetic medicine. 

The approval for Spark Ther- 
apeutics offers a life-changing 
intervention for a small group 
of patients with a vision-destroy- 
ing genetic mutation and hope 
for many more people with other 
inherited diseases. The drug- 
maker said it will not disclose the 
price until next month, delaying 
debate about the affordability of 
a treatment that analysts predict 
will be priced around $1 million. 


The injection, called Luxturna, 
is the first gene therapy approved 
by the Food and Drug Adminis- 
tration in which a corrective gene 
is given directly to patients. The 
gene mutation interferes with the 
production of an enzyme needed 
for normal vision. 

Patients who got the treatment 
have described seeing snow, stars 
or the moon for the first time. 

“One of the best things I’ve 
ever seen since surgery are the 
stars. I never knew that they 
were little dots that twinkled,” 
said Mistie Lovelace of Kentucky, 
one of several patients who urged 
the FDA to approve the therapy 
at a public hearing in October. 

Patients with the condition 
generally start losing their sight 
before age 18, almost always pro- 


gressing to total blindness. The 
defective gene that causes the 
disease can be passed down for 
generations undetected before 


Associated Press 
Dr. Albert Maguire checks the eyes of Misa Kaabali, 8, at the 
Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia in October. He was 4 when he 
received gene therapy treatment. 


suddenly appearing when a child 
inherits a copy from both par- 
ents. Only a few thousand people 
» See THREAPY, 7A 


$0Com in need of 
drone-zapping tech 


Prize money is offered for a better way to 
ward off unmanned attacks on the military. 


BY HOWARD ALTMAN 
Times Staff Writer 

TAMPA — Do you have a 
plan to defeat small drones? 

Do you want to win money 
with that idea? 

If you answered yes to both, 
then U.S. Special Operations 
Command wants you to take 
part in the “Game of Drones” 
contest, which offers more 
than $600,000 in prize money 
to help find the best ways of 
countering small drones that 
threaten U.S. and allied forces. 

The contest, to be held in 
June in Nevada, is sponsored 
by SOCom, along with two 
other organizations: Afwerx, 
an Air Force technology incu- 


bator, and the Pentagon’s Strate- 
gic Capabilities Office. 

It all kicks off locally at the Sof- 
werx incubator in Ybor City, site of 
the second ThunderDrone Rapid 
Prototyping Event next month. 

“ThunderDrone has particular 
interest in those solutions that 
provide hard-kills,” according 
to the Sofwerx website, “but will 
also assess all new, novel, and 
provocative technologies.” 

The key technologies sought, 
the website says, include the capa- 
bility to function autonomously, 
discriminate among targets and 
engage a number of targets. 

“The event is looking to dis- 
cover the best of the breed,” Sof- 
» See DRONES, 7A 


